SWEATSHIRTS AND TEESHIRTS
Those of you who ordered sweatshirt and tee skantiser
this year, need to come to a meeting to pick thpnanc
pay for them. If you are not able to come to a medt
please call Brian at 845-896-7989. You asked fe
Brian got them, please come and pick them up.

For those of you who were able to dig
your way out of your driveway, thru all
the broken trees and wires to make it t :
the Pink Ribbon Ride on February 27t
good for yoll With fresh snow on the S
ground, conditions for the ride were &=
great. So far the donation total this yedl"
is up to $70,000. This is amazing!!! Due = *
to the weather, most of us were not able to attend
Go figure, a blizzard cancelled our snowmobile.tBetter luck next year.The SnowRfts
Snowmobile Club did make a generous donation tdPihk Ribbon Riders this year ahd

we hope to do this for many years to come. Anyards go out and ride as a group, glus
raise money for a good cause, is a win win! Keeghepgood work Jody McKay.

for the most up-to-date info on
of our events.




ANNUAL ELECTIONS : will take place on April 6th. As it stands,
this moment, all officers are running unopposeceréhs one direct
position still available. If anyone is interestedgetting involved, cor
tact Tom at snowratsnews@optimum.net. Hope to seeyleody a
the April 6th. meeting .
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STATE "RAID" ON SNOWMOBILE TRAIL FUND

Your letters and e-mails are needed now !

Governor Patterson has proposed in his 2010 Executive Budget to "sweep" $5 million dollars
from the snowmobile trail development and maintenance fund into the general fund over the
next several years. What you may not be aware of is that the Governor proposes to sweep
$1 million from the trail fund this current fiscal year! This unprecedented sweep, comes
less than two years after a previous attempt to take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget
process.

This unprecedented sweep is being proposed less than two years after a previous attempt to
take $1 million during the 2008-2009 budget process was avoided with the understanding by
NYSSA and its supporters that similar raids would not be attempted in the future. Governor
Paterson stated in a press release at the time that the state would "ensure that money from
these registration fees will be spent in a way that specifically benefits snowmaobilers... solely
on trail maintenance and related program activities."

Every snowmobiler needs to take action immediately by writing the their legislators and
the Governor to head off the snowmobile trail fund raid this year! Please write a letter to each
one to ensure they know how many people from their districts are opposed to this action.

If you are not happy with Governor Patterson, bat, at 518-474-8390 and

t

him know. This is his office number in Albany. Agk the Governor directly or leaye

him a message. Either way, call him and tell hiat §fou do not support this raid of
snowmobile trail fund.

USE THE TEMPLATE ON THE NEXT PAGE TO HELP WITH YOUR
PHONE CALL.

If you do not wish to call the Governor, you cantevhim a letter and mail it t¢:

Governor David Patterson, State Capitol, Albany Newk, 1224.

e

You should also call or write to your Senator &ssemblyman and tell them the

same thing. This is unacceptable and we need patisi® from happening.




Member Call to the Governor’s Office
(call 518-474-8390)

[You}: My name is , and | am an avid snowmobiel a member of (name of
your club), | am calling to voice my opinion regiugl Governor Paterson’s budget proposal to
“sweep” $5 million from the snowmobile trail devploent and maintenance fund into the
general fund over the next several years.

[Staff]: The staffer may or may not transfer you, if not@sgpeak with someone in the Gover-
nor’s office regarding this issue.

[You]: Thank you. | want the Governor to know that thiprecedented sweep, coming less
than two years after a previous attempt to takenfllion during the 2008-2009 budget
process, must be rejected. As you are aware, threeyncomes from snowmobile registration
fees and is desperately needed for maintainingdandloping the statewide trail system. This
sweep undermines the credibility of the fund, esaa public trust and will devastate our
ability to adequately and safely maintain the statié system and will jeopardize the impact of
snowmobiling on the upstate winter economy.

[Staff]: The staffer may or may not respond, but don't ged &t the staffer.

[You]: Okay thank you, | understand. | would also likdeiothe Governor know that | am op-

posed to the language in Part HH of Budget Bill (B889709 that expands the allowable use
of monies in the snowmobile trail fund to includeublic safety activities,” and urge that this

language be removed from the budget. By allowingwsnobile registration fees to be taken
from their intended use and transferred to the igkriand under the guise of public safety,

while removing any accountability regarding the wdethese funds, the proposed budget
would result in millions more swept from the snownte trail fund in coming years.

[Staff]: The staffer may respond and ask you your name anthct information. Without this
information the comment will not be logged.

[You]: Thank you very much for taking my call todaywyppreciate your time. Please let Gover-
nor Paterson know that | will continue to followetkituation closely.
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